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SUB J : CONDITIONS AT BLACK UNIVERSITY OF FORT HARE STILL UNSETTLED 
REF: CAPE TOWN 542 AND PREVIOUS 
FROM O'NEILL 

1. SINCE EVENTS REPORTED REFTELS THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS 
DEVELOPMENTS AT AFRICAN UNIVERSITY OF FORT HARE. PRESENT 
SITUATION IS THAT ROUGHLY 250 STUDENTS ARE BELIEVED TO BE 
ATTENDING LECTURES WHILE SOME 700 HAVE NOT RETURNED TO 
UNIVERSITY AND ATMOSPHERE IS FAR FROM HAPPY. 

2. AFTER ORIGINAL 159 STUDENTS WERE "RUSTICATED," VARIOUS 
COMMITTEES OF PARENTS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS WERE FORMED, USING 
AS BASIS PARENTS "VIGILANTE" COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED LAST YEAR 
AFTER MASS EXPLUSIONS AT UNIVERSITY OF NORTH. LATER A SINGLE 
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STUDENTS BE READMITTED. RECTOR AGREED ACCEPT MOST IF THEY 
APOLOGIZED TO AFRICAN WARDEN WHO WAS OSTENSIBLE CAUSE OF 
FIRST RIOTS. HE MAINTAINED SOME GUILTY STUDENTS COULD NOT 
BE READMITTED AND STUCK BY AUGUST 27 DEADLINE FOR RETURN OF 
ALL OTHERS. 

3. ON AUGUST 23 AND 26 STUDENTS HELD MEETINGS ON CAMPUS IN 
DEFIANCE OF ORDER BANNING ALL MEETINGS UNTIL AFTER SEPTEMBER 
14. AMONG 76 ARRESTED WHEN POLICE BROKE UP FIRST MEETING WAS 
SON OF GEORGE MATANZIMA, TRANSKEI MINISTER OF JUSTICE. ON 27TH 
VIOLENCE BROKE OUT AS STUDENTS REPORTEDLY BROKE INTO LECTURE 
ROOMS, DRAGGED OUT SOME STUDENTS ATTENDING CLASSES ANDREI .T.EGF.DI .Y 
USED OTHER INTIMIDATING TACTICS. POLICE WERE AGIN CALLED IN 

AND STUDENTS VARIOUSLY ESTIMATED FROM FOUR TO 600 WERE SENT 
HOME BY TRAIN AND BUS. THESE WERE IN ADDITION TO STUDENTS 
WHO HAD NOT RETURNED FOLLOWING EARLIER WALKOUT. STUDENT 
SPOKESMEN LATER DENIED STUDENTS HAD USED VIOLENCE AND CLAIMED 
THEY DECIDED BOYCOTT LECTURES AND PREVENT UNIVERSITY FROM 
FUNCTIONING BECAUSE OF STUDENT ARRESTS AND ALLEGED REFUSAL 
BY RECTOR TO LISTEN TO PARENTS COMMITTEE. SOME STUDENTS WHO 
RETURNED TO CAPE TOWN STATED ALL MEANS OF COMMUNICATION WITH 
RECTOR HAD BEEN EXHAUSTED, REAFFIRMED INTENTION NOT TO RETURN 
WUNTIL ALL SUSPENDED STUDENTS REINSTATED UNCONDITIONALLY AND 
TERMED UNIVERSITY A CONCENTRATION CAMP WHERE THEY WERE TREATED 
LIKE SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

4. COMMENT: EVEN BEFORE UNIVERSITY APARTHEID WAS INTRODUCED 
IN SOUTH AFRICA IN 1959 FORT HARE WAS REGARDED IN THE WORDS 

OF ONE COMMENTATOR AS "THE INCUBATOR OF BLACK NATIONALISM." 

THE BANNED ROBERT SUBUKWE, FOUNDER OF BANNED PAN AFRICAN 
CONGRESS AND IMPRISONED NELSON MANDELA OF UNDERGROUND MOVEMENT 
UMKONTO WE SIZWE ARE AMONG MANY ACTIVIST GRADUATES. SINCE 
COMING UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL 14 YEARS AGO THERE HAVE BEEN 
INTERMITTENT INCIDENTS AND STUDENT DISSENSION. WHILE MAJORITY 
OF STUDENTS INVOLVED IN CURRENT UNREST CAN ULTIMATELY BE 
EXPECTED BACK, SOME WILL SEEK JOBS AND FEW WILL BE REFUSED 
RE ENTRY. PRESENT FORMS OF DISCONTENT, HOWEVER, WILL DOUBT- 
LESS CONTINUE TO SIMMER AS LONG AS GOVERNMENT KEEPS ITS TIGHT 
GRIP ON THIS AND THE OTHER BLACK, COLORED AND INDIAN 
UNIVERSITIES. 
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